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Father's Day Reflections

Letters to the editor*
Need to Define Theological Position
I appreciate so very much the editorials
in the last two issues of the Evangelical
Visitor, "Thoughts on Congregational
Building." [Issues of March 25 and April
10] I would appreciate so very much
having copies of these two issues for my
personal files.
Recently, I have been in several
Brethren churches trying to articulate
some of these same concepts. I approached
it from the idea, first of all, of defining our
theological positions and then applying
them in practical ways in the areas of
structure and ministry. I did this in contrast to mainline and Catholic Christianity. Frankly, I believe that our kinds of
people have been eclectic to such an extent
in the past that we have falsified both the
theology and the structure and ministry of
our faith. I believe that only as we
calibrate very closely our theology, structure, and ministry will our type of church
prove successful in the future.
Joseph R. Shultz, Vice-President
Ashland College Seminary
Ashland, Ohio

"Right O n . . . ! "

Relative to the brother who felt impressed to cancel his subscription to the
Evangelical Visitor due to what he feels is
a sign of worldliness, I would like to say I
think the changes are long overdue and

having finally come, enhance the
periodical, increase the readability and
allow me to say "Right on Brother!" —
keep up the good work. I also enjoy your
editorials and was especially impressed
with the one in the April 15 edition, "A
Modern Parable." As it stands at present I
am completely satisfied with your paper.
Rev. Robert L. Keller, Sr.
Martinsburg, Pa.

From the Editor

A decision which an editor must
make with some frequency is whether
or not to recognize the "special d a y s "
which have come to be identified with
the church or our cultural calendars.
This time (as in our last two issues)
our decision was to give at least
passing recognition to these "special
days." Father's Day comes on June 17
this year. It comes with special
significance to the editor since, as
reported elsewhere in this issue, he
officiated at the wedding of his eldest
son. It will be of some interest to the
older readers of the Visitor that the
bride is a granddaughter of a former
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editor of the paper, the Reverend V. L.
Stump.
Events such as m a r r i a g e s and
departure from home for the first year
in college or for employment reminds
the parents that the years of direct
influence on the lives of their children
pass all too quickly. And once they
leave home we have done about all
that we will do in the way of teaching
values and developing discipline. This
fact makes the theme of our lead
article most appropriate.
The remaining articles reflect youth
clubs in Rhodesia, bridging communication in India, a senior addressing the student body at Messiah,
Bible instruction in public schools and
a new quarter's material for the Word
of Light curriculum. We conclude with
an account of a father and grandfather
whose life spanned more than a century.
Sounds interesting!
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Editorial
Beyond Forgiveness
T IKE a finely ground gem, salvation has many facets.
-*-^We do great injustices to God's grace when we allow
it to be reflected from only one or two. Because of our
limitation, what should be a brilliant and colorful reflection may be quite uninteresting.
The Bible uses numerous terms to describe these facets
of God's grace. These terms, in turn, reflect man's
condition.
We are saved because we are lost and helpless. Man is
unable to find the way or to escape his predicament. God
takes the initiative and goes to man's rescue.
We are born again because in our natural condition we
are creatures of the Creator but not children of the
Father. The new life is not a continuation and improvement of the old but a radical change — a new creation
born by the Spirit and born from above.
We are raised in newness of life because we are dead in
trespasses and sin. The death that was Adam's lot is also
ours. Faith in Christ grants eternal life to those under
sentence of death and we walk in resurrection power and
eternal life which begins now.
We are justified because having sinned we are guilty
and in need of forgiveness. These acts of our will — overt
or covert — are in disobedience to God's will and law. It
is against Him we have sinned. He it is that forgives.
We are redeemed because we are in bondage — sold in
slavery to sin. Not really free to do what we know we
ought to do and indeed may wish to do, God in His grace
frees us. Man is not only a prodigal in a far country; he is
imprisoned there not free to return to his home.
We are sanctified because we are unholy. We have not
only done evil deeds and thought evil thoughts; we are
evil. We have not only sinned; we are sinners. We need
more than pardon. We need to be changed. We need
more than righteousness imputed. We need God's nature
imparted.
We are reconciled because we are enemies. Adam and
Eve hiding from God when He came walking in the
garden reflects the broken relationship between God and
man — broken on man's part. God came seeking and
loving. Man hid in fear and withdrawal blaming God for
his condition.
Since the Reformation the church has concentrated on
salvation as justification. Martin Luther, aware of the
demands of a holy God and conscious that his own
religious efforts brought neither peace of heart nor peace
of mind, discovered Paul's teaching of justification
(forgiveness) by God's grace through faith.
Protestantism is in debt to Luther for the rediscovery
of this great truth. It is a valid truth — true to the
Scriptures and human experience. Jesus came forgiving
sins. The pages of the New Testament are filled with calls
to confession and the assurance of forgiveness. It is the
human experience. We all have sinned and come short. It
does not take much biblical knowledge to know that our
actions fall far short or are in direct opposition to God's
June 10,1973

will. So indelibly written upon our nature is the law of
God that even those who deny His reality suffer from
guilt. What a brilliant reflection from the facet of
justification!
Too often forgiveness becomes the extent of our
understanding of salvation. But salvation is more than
forgiveness. Man's criminality which brought him to the
court of God's justice and mercy needs more than
pardon. Basic to his problem is his attitude towards God
— an attitude that causes him to disobey. Like his first
parents, he too wants to be as God. It was and is this
attitude that results in disobedience.
Paul writes of our enmity towards God (Romans 8:7).
We are members of a rebellious race. We want to live our
own lives and do our own thing. God is quite welcome in
our plans if He helps in our endeavors and is present in
our trouble. Jehovah is not such a God. He expects us to
do His will and live our lives according to His purpose.
The Apostle Paul wrote in II Corinthians 5:16-21 that
there is power in God's love to not only pardon but to
reconcile; power to not only deal with our guilt but our
enmity; power to correct not only our behavior but also
our relationship. The cross not only represents penalty
paid for sin, permitting our pardon, but represents God's
love that breaks down our animosity and creates loyalty;
the power to make a rebel a member of the royal family.
Our concentration on justification to the neglect of
reconciliation gives a moralistic emphasis to the Christian life at the expense of attitudes and relationships. This
results in Christians whose faith and life is morally and
ethically correct, or at least morally and ethically
oriented, but who have really never laid down their arms.
They have experienced forgiveness but have not been
changed at the deep level of their being.
This failure to appropriate the grace of reconciliation
affects our vertical and horizontal relationships. To live
our lives in conformity — willing conformity — with
God's will creates a relationship basic to man's need.
Here loneliness and meaninglessness, so characteristic
of our day, will find their answers. Salvation is more than
a criminal pardoned. It is a child at home. We can say,
Father, when we talk with God.
There is the horizontal effect of reconciliation. At
peace with God we are now in a position to be at peace
with one another. The Christian life is expressed in more
than moral and ethical terms. It is expressed in
relationships of love and acceptance and concern. This
means that if we take reconciliation seriously the
breakdown in relations between Christians is as serious a
matter in the life of the church as moral and ethical
deviations.
A careful reading of II Corinthians 5 reveals that God
has been reconciled to man. Indeed He loves us even in
our rebel state. The plea of Paul is "Be ye reconciled to
God."

Father's Day Reflections
John Drescher
"What have you learned from your
own e x p e r i e n c e a n d t h r o u g h
counseling parents? What should I
have done differently? I have young
children. If your children were small
again what would you do?"
These words burst from the burning
heart of a father sitting across from
me. His eyes pleaded for help. He was
suffering the awful, empty, death-like
feeling a father senses when his son
has strayed. He felt he had failed as a
father.
And this father's words stay with
me. Although they came to me in a
direct and blunt way that day they are
not the words of a lone father. In them
are the questions which are uppermost
in the minds of many parents, if they
take parenthood seriously.
What has experience in counseling
taught me? Where would I put the
emphasis if my children were small
again? I've pondered these questions
and some things have surfaced.
Love of Child's Mother
If I were starting my family again I
would love the mother of my children
more. That is, I would be more free to
let my children see that I love her. It is
so easy for parents to assume love, to
take each other for granted and so let
a dullness creep in which can dampen
the deepest love.
A f t e r s p e a k i n g on F a m i l y
relationships to a large group of
fathers and mothers a father approached me and said, "If I understand you this evening you said the
greatest thing I can do for my child is
to love his mother. Is that correct?"
"That is correct," I answered. When a
child knows parents love each other
there is a security, stability and
sacredness about life which is gained
in no other way. A child who knows
parents love each other and who hears
them expressing words of love for each
other needs little explanation about
God's character of love or the beauty
of sex.
To let my child know I love his
mother I would seek to be faithful in
doing little loving things for her. True
love is visible. I would show special
The writer, presently editor of the Gospel
Herald, has resigned to accept a pastorate.

kindnesses such as opening the car
door, placing her chair at the table,
giving her little gifts on special occasions and writing her love letters
when I'm gone from home. I would
take her hand as we stroll in the park.
And I would whisper loving words
about her in the ears of children. I
would praise her in the presence of my
children.
Does all this sound sentimental?
Then I am persuaded many families
need more of this kind of sentimentalism. Love is like a plant. It
needs nurture. We must do the things
love dictates or it will die.
Listen To My Child's Concerns
If I were starting my family over
again I would do more listening. Most
fathers find it hard to listen. We are
busy with the burdens of work. We are
often tired when we arrive home from
work. A child's talk seems like chatter
and unimportant. Yet we can learn so
much more by listening than by
talking — especially from our
children.
I would listen when my child shares
his little hurts and complaints, his joys
and what he is excited about. I
remember as clear as the day it happened, the time my busy father
listened to me, as a first grader, when I
came home frightened over a situation
at school. His calmness and concern,
demonstrated in listening to me,
relieved my fears. I was ready to
return the following day full of
courage and confidence. Had he simply said my fear was foolish or had he
refused to hear me out, my fears
would have grown.
I would seek to keep from staring
into space when my child is talking to
me. I would try to understand what
my child says because I now believe
that the father who listens to his child,
when he is small, will find that he will
have a child who cares what his father
says later in life. I now believe there is
a vital relationship between listening
to a child's concerns when he is small
and the extent to which the child will
share concerns with his father when he
is in his teens. The father who takes
time to understand what his child says
when the child is small will be able to
understand his child later in life.
If my child were small again I
would stop reading the newspaper

when he wants to talk with me. And I
would try to refrain from words of
impatience at the interruption. Such
times can be the best times to show
love and kindness.
One evening a small boy tried to
show his father a scratch on his finger.
Finally after repeated attempts to gain
his father's attention, the father
stopped reading and said impatiently,
"Well, I can't do anything about it can
I?" "Yes Daddy," his small son said.
"You could have said "Oh."
In listening I would pay more
careful attention to my child's questions. It is estimated the average child
asks 500,000 questions by the age of
fifteen. What a privilege for every
parent — a half million opportunities
to share something about the meaning of life.
These early years are the years for
teaching. And by the time the child
reaches fifteen parents have done most
of their teaching. By fifteen the child
knows what the parents believe. From
now on a parent's primary opportunity is to be available when the child
comes for help.
Give A Feeling of Belonging
If I were starting my family again I
would seek to use as many opportunities as possible to give my child a
feeling of belonging. A sense of
belonging is essential for a child's
security and feeling of worth. And
when a child feels he belongs in his
family and is of real worth there, it is
not a big step to also feel accepted,
loved, and of worth to others and in
God's sight.
How are feelings of belonging
generated? By doing things together.
By sharing common concerns and
t r u s t i n g each o t h e r with responsibilities. Celebrations of birthdays, when the person rather than the
gifts is central, create a sense of
belonging. A sense of belonging is
built into the child when prayers are
prayed on his behalf, when his
opinions are valued and when he is
included in the serious and fun experiences of the family. He feels he
belongs when he is invited to be involved in the responsibility and work
of the family. No part of child
guidance is more important than
assuring the child by action and word
that he is important for the family and
he has a place in the affections of the
family.
June 10, 1973

Praise My Child
If I were starting my family over
again I would seek to be more free to
express words of appreciation and
praise. Children are reprimanded for
making mistakes. But many children
seldom hear words of commendation
and encouragement when they do a
job well or exhibit good behavior.
Will Sessions, discussing the topic
"If I Had a Teenager" says, "I would
bestow praise. If the youngster blew a
horn I would try to find at least one
note that sounded good to my ear, and
I would say a sincere good word about
it. If the school theme was to my
liking, I would say so, hoping that it
would get a good grade when it was
turned in. If his choice of shirt or tie,
of socks or shoes, or any other thing
met my liking, I would be vocal."
Probably no other thing encourages
a child to love life, to seek accomplishment and to gain confidence,
more than proper, sincere praise —
not flattery but honest compliments
when he does well.
Take More Time With My Child
If I were starting my family again I
would plan to take time to do more
things together. In every father's week
there are one hundred sixty-eight
hours. He probably spends about forty
hours at work. Allow another fifteen
hours for driving to and from work
each week, over time and lunch. Set
aside fifty-six hours per week for sleep.
That leaves a father fifty-seven hours
each week to spend elsewhere. How

many are actually spent with his
family?
A group of three hundred seventh
and eighth grade boys kept accurate
records of how much time their fathers
actually spent with them over a two
week period. Most saw their father
only at the dinner table. A number
never saw their father for days at a
time. The average time father and son
were alone together for an entire week
was seven and one half minutes.
Arthur Gordon tells an interesting
experience from his youth. "When I
was around thirteen and my brother
was ten, Father had promised to take
us to the circus. But at lunch there was
a phone call: some urgent business
required his attention downtown. My
brother and I braced ourselves for the
disappointment. Then we heard him
say, 'No, I won't be down. It will have
to wait.'
"When he came back to the table,
Mother smiled. 'The circus keeps
coming back you know.'
" 'I know,' said Father.' 'But
childhood doesn't.' "
A prominent business man asked a
friend, "Would you like to know what
I am giving my son for Christmas?"
He showed a piece of paper on which
he had written: "To my son; I give you
one hour of each week and two hours
of every Sunday to be used as you
wish."
Laugh More With My Child
If I were to start my family again I
would laugh more. That's right. I

would laugh more with my child.
Oscar Wilde wrote: "The best way to
make children good is to make them
happy." I see now that I was much too
serious. While my children loved to
laugh I, too often, must have conveyed the idea that being a parent was
painful.
I remember when I laughed with my
children — at the humorous plays they
put on for the family, at the funny
stories shared from school, at the
times I fell for their tricks and catch
questions. I recall the squeals of
delight when I laughed with them and
shared in their stunts on the lawn or
living room floor. And I remember the
times they told of these experiences
with joyful expressions, years later. I
know when I laughed with my children
our love was enlarged and the door
was open for doing many other things
together.
In answer to the father who sat
across the table I've jotted down these
reflections. Like most important experiences in life none of these are great
ideas or difficult to remember. These
simple suggestions, however, can
make relationships with our children
more meaningful and shape the future
of a child more than great things
which demand a great deal of money
or exceptional ingenuity. Somehow we
manage enough muscle to handle the
big things of life but forget that life is
largely made up of little things. So a
father's faithfulness in the small things
of life determines to a great degree the
happiness of the home.

A Father's Day Paraphrase
PROVERBS 31b
Mary Rempel
A great man who can find?
His worth is not measured in stocks and bonds,
or position and prestige.
His choices are not made on the basis of immediate cost
or gain.
He cannot be bribed, threatened, or wearied into giving
up a principle.
He is willing to learn and dares to try new ideas,
considering the possibility of success worth the risk of
failure.
He is not overconfident of his strengths,
nor is he afraid to admit his errors.
He exercises strict moral self-discipline.
He keeps promises.
Backed by a life of integrity,
his opinion carries much weight.
He is patient with others,
but demanding of himself.
He can forgive.
June 10, 1973

He is quick to acknowledge the contributions of others.
Because he recognizes the worth of every man,
he respects each one he meets.
He does not manipulate others;
he honors their freedom of choice.
He values and does not betray trust.
Being sensitive to needs, he can sacrifice his rightful
privileges
for the higher good of helping others.
He never rejects the one with whom he may disagree,
but endeavors always to preserve the dignity of both.
Being felt, rather than put into words,
his love is received.
His sons and daughters proudly walk with him,
and his wife rests her life in his.
They all talk meaningfully together,
for his life is communication with God.
Wealth cannot be trusted,
success is elusive;
but a man of character is of immeasurable worth.

NAE President Calls For a
Burning Heart and a Helping Hand
(")NE RINGING CHALLENGE to evangelical
^ l e a d e r s today was evidenced time and time again
from all quarters at NAE's 31st Annual Convention in
Portland, Oregon. Will advantage be taken of the greatest opportunity ever to proclaim the Good News to a
needy world?
Dr. David Breese, president of Christian Destiny,
called it the "burning issue of our time." Speaking to
delegates and visitors at the closing session of the May 13 National Association of Evangelicals annual meeting,
he asked, "Can evangelicals now rise to the greatest
occasion in all history?" Breese painted a picture of
current decline in western civilization in such areas as
politics, morals, economics, the military and religious
affairs. Citing a number of startling examples, he said
that the decline has set up "our greatest opportunity"
and that evangelicals cannot meet the challenge without
the power of Christ's love in their lives.
The convention theme, "Loved, We Will Love," was
emphasized by prominent speakers as the answer for
evangelicals to meet the world's needs. Keynote speaker
Dr. Lloyd T. Anderson, pastor of Bethany Baptist
Church of West Covina, California, depicted the divine
love as having a creative purpose. "God looked down
the corridor of the years, and his love constructed the
cross of Christ," he said.
Dr. Robert A. Cook, president of The King's College,
presented the convention position paper on the theme
saying, "Evangelicals do have a responsibility for their
nation under the mandates of Christian love: to run for
office, to be active at the local level, to be vocal on great
issues, to stand for God and His truth in every
relationship of life, and to do so within the freedoms
guaranteed by the Constitution." Dr. Myron F. Boyd,
Bishop of the Free Methodist Church, in his presidential
address, along with many other workshop and seminar
leaders, pointed up the importance of social concern
when he said, "Only a burning heart and a helping hand
will win our world to Christ." Black evangelist, Bob
Harrison, a former associate of the Billy Graham Team,
said that as Christians "we have grown stuffy, inhibited,
class conscious, competitive, shallow, and self-centered."
In an address Wednesday evening he said that the
evidence of Divine love was first the ability to see man's
need, then to feel man's need, then, finally, with the
power of God's love, to alleviate man's need.
An unexpected highlight of the opening session was the
circulation of a special report from the nation of Israel to
the evangelicals of America. The report was prepared by
Dr. Arnold T. Olson, former NAE president and president of the Evangelical Free Church of America. He was
especially invited by the Israeli government to meet with
key officials there prior to NAE's convention to help
assure Christians of America, that, despite numerous
news stories to the contrary: there is religious freedom in
Israel. Minister of Justice Y. S. Shapiro told Olson, "It
is part of your Christian dogma to proclaim. We cannot
grant a freedom to believe which restricts that freedom to
only certain parts of the dogma. Christians must preach
their faith." On those claiming to be Jews even though
believing in Jesus, Shapiro said, "A Jew is a Jew. What
he believes in his heart is his private business."
Other convention speakers covered a wide range of
contemporary topics vital to church life and outreach.

Dr. Nathan Bailey, president of the Christian and
Missionary Alliance and NAE second vice president, told
NAE's Board of Administration that a "generation gap"
exists in church life and outreach because, "we hold as
sacred too many things which are mere custom."
Evangelicals need to be sensitive to change to reach men
and women for Christ," he said.
The popular author of Brethren, Hang Loose, Rev.
Robert Girard, said that church renewal is whatever will
allow Jesus Christ to create His new life in and through
His people. "The two things needed for renewal," he said,
"are (1) Jesus Christ seen and known as the living Person
He is, and (2) people learning to be instruments in and
through which Christ is free to reveal Himself in the
world."
On Higher Education Dr. Jacob E. Hershman,
ranking official of the U.S. Department of Health,
Education and Welfare, said that too many Christian
educators have lost their sense of mission and are more
interested in "gaining status on the totem pole." Dr. Earl
Pullias, professor of Higher Education, University of
Southern California, said that Christian college administrators need above all a "clarity of vision and
willingness to sacrifice." He indicated that in these times
of profound break down of old life patterns and formations of new orders in all areas, leadership is either
weak or absent. The implications for Christian higher
education are evident, he said.
A report on Key '73 to the Evangelism and Home
Missions Association indicated that the nationwide
evangelistic effort was making unprecedented
breakthroughs — despite limitations in funding and
critics on the right and left, including the Jews. According to the report more than 150 groups are pledged to
reach millions in North America with the gospel.
In announcing a new strategy in field service for the
NAE, approved by the Board of Administration Monday
night, Dr. Billy A. Melvin, Executive Director, said that
the plan will be a shift from the regional office approach
in planning and promotion to a field program directed
from NAE headquarters in Wheaton, Illinois. The major
function will be to strengthen and increase local and state
associations of evangelicals along action program lines.
Dr. Clyde W. Taylor, General Director, said in his report
to delegates that "There are millions of evangelicals in
America, enough to make a tremendous impact on our
nation. We have a good start in the National Association
of Evangelicals."
In business sessions delegates approved resolutions
speaking on such current issues as abortion, amnesty,
capital punishment, integrity in government, religious
freedom in employment. [A summary will appear in E.
V. issue of June 25].
Dr. Myron F. Boyd completes his two-year term of
office as NAE president. Dr. Paul E. Toms, pastor of the
Park Street Church, Boston, Massachusetts, was elected
first vice president; Dr. Nathan Bailey, second vice
president; Dr. Cordas C. Burnett, executive vice president, Graduate School of Theology, Springfield,
Missouri, secretary; and Mr. Frank D. Nicodem, president of Nationwide Insurance Consultants, Mount
Prospect, Illinois, treasurer.
The thirty-second annual NAE convention is
scheduled for Boston, Massachusetts, April 23-25, 1974.
Evangelical Visitor

Religious News
Presbyterian Minister Heads
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada
Rev. A. Donald McLeod, thirty-fouryear-old Presbyterian minister from
Toronto, was elected by the Evangelical
Fellowship of Canada as president for a
two-year term at the annual meeting of the
fellowship on March 29.
Dr. Robert N. Thompson, retiring president, reported that the 1972 membership
had reached an all-time high for individuals. Provisions were made to include
denominations with six already having
joined.
EFC is presently proceeding with plans
to fill the need for a full-time executive
secretary.
Billy Graham Sees Watergate A
"Symptom of Nation's Moral Crisis"
The implications of the Watergate scandal are twofold: It demonstrates the apparent disregard for law and morality by
some people who had been trusted, and if it
is not dealt with firmly and fairly it could
encourage continuing cynicism and disillusionment concerning the American
political process.
Those remarks by Evangelist Billy
Graham, prepared at his home for the New
York Times, were added to his cautioning
that the judicial system be not jeopardized
by newspaper and TV headlines concerning individuals not yet tried.
Dr. Graham, a personal friend of President Nixon, told AP Religion Writer
George W. Cornell that he couldn't conceive of Mr. Nixon's knowing anything
about the illegal acts allegedly involving
White House staff members.
"First of all (the President) has a very
high sense of moral ethics and obedience to
the law," he said. "Secondly, he is just too
capable a man to have approved or had
knowledge of illegal acts."
Criticism of Nixon Rising
Wide-ranging ramifications are
springing up in the wake of the Watergate
scandal, including voices of criticism
among church leaders against President
Nixon — leaders who had been waiting to
see what would happen.
The Rev. David Hunter, general
secretary of the National Council of
Churches, found most ironic the
President's citing of a "determined grand
jury" and "vigorous free press" as two
important institutions which are bringing
justice out of Watergate.
"To identify oneself with that which one
has previously ridiculed and obstructed is
to show forth a deception which has
characterized the Watergate affair from
the beginning," Hunter told AP's George
Cornell.
He said the nation would have been
better off if the President simply had said,
"We were wrong, and by God's grace we
will change our ways."
June
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"The President could learn something
on this score from Billy Graham," the
NCC official said. "Many people would
have been sick at heart, but we would not
be sick in our souls."
Larry Poland to Head Campus
Crusade's Agape Movement
Dr. Larry Poland, president of Miami
Christian University, has left that post to
direct "The Agape Movement" — a new
ministry of Campus Crusade for Christ.
The movement, according to Campus
Crusade President Bill Bright, plans to
send 100,000 teachers, doctors, agriculture
experts, technicians and a variety of other
vocationally-trained men and women to
more than two million villages and university centers around the world. Their purpose will be to meet the physical, social
and spiritual needs of people in various
cultures, Dr. Bright said.
Connecticut Governor Signs
New Death Penalty Law
Gov. Thomas J. Meskill of Connecticut
has signed a bill making the death penalty
mandatory in certain specific cases. The
law will take effect October 1.
'
Under the new law, capital punishment
will be mandatory for persons convicted of
the murder of a policeman on duty,
murder of a hostage by a kidnapper,
murder for pay, murder by someone under
a life imprisonment sentence, and murder
by someone previously convicted of the
crime.
The death penalty could also apply in
cases where death resulted from the sale of
cocaine, heroin or methadone by a nonaddicted "pusher."
However, the death penalty could not be
imposed if there are "mitigating circumstances" such as the defendant being
under 18, under unusual duress or mentally
ill. The jury must also find at least one
"aggravating" circumstance, such as crime
for monetary compensation, before the
death penalty could be made mandatory.
"Jews for Jesus" Are No Threat
To Israelis, Says Government Aide
Dr. Pinhas Lapide, an Israeli authority
on Jewish-Christian relations, has warned
[the Israelis] against turning Christian
missionaries and "Jews for Jesus" advocates into "martyrs," through legislative
measures or psychological pressures.
Dr. Lapide, on a leave of absence from
his post as director of the government
Press Office in Jerusalem, said in an interview that he felt Christian missionary
activities in general and the "Jews for
Jesus" Movement in particular cannot be
regarded as a "serious danger" for
Judaism in Israel.
At the same time, he said, Christians
should be aware of the fact that the very
word "mission" has "most unhappy connotations" for Jews, such as "the Inquisition, the burning of the Talmud, and the
kidnapping of Jewish children for the
purpose of 'conversion.' "
"Therefore," he added, "the overreaction of some Jewish circles in Israel
(against certain Christian missionary activities) should be understood."

Catholics Rethinking Divorce
Divorces among Roman Catholics are
increasing, causing Catholic theologians to
review the church's rigid stand in ruling
out marital separation completely.
Even conservative, traditional Catholics
are not waiting for first marriages to be
dissolved formally by Catholic marriage
tribunals, but are deciding for themselves
that they are free to marry a second time.
The new Catholic views on marriage are
expressed in two articles of the current
issue of U.S. Catholic magazine.
Ex-Nazi Warns of U.S.
Trend Toward Fascism
A professor of Old Testament at the
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary says
America may be dangerously close to the
conditions which produced fascism in Germany.
Dr. H. Eberhard Von Waldow, who 30
years ago was a tank commander in the
German Panzers, warned that "what made
Hitler possible in Germany was not bad
Germans but rather a general state of the
nation which could develop anywhere in
the world."
The collapse of the democratic system in
Germany, Dr. Von Waldow noted, came
during a period of national inner crisis.
"German patriots were deeply hurt by
World War I. Germans had lost their sense
of national purpose. They were suffering
the agony of a senseless war."
He puts America in a similar situation
today and sees what he believes are possible parallels between pre-Fascist Germany
and the current situation in the U.S.,
including: Apathy, Sloganism, Super
patriotism. . . .
One big difference was noted: "We the
people" still have an opportunity to return
to the philosophy of our founders. . . . I
believe if a positive contribution could be
made, it has to be on the ground of the
Christian faith."
Tough Hatfield Speech Hits Sin,
Calls for National Repentance
Biblical religion, not civil religion, must
guide the nation, Senator Mark O.
Hatfield stressed in a May 3 speech at the
Chicago Mayor's Prayer Breakfast to
some 1,500 guests.
Alluding to the "tragic affairs that have
afflicted the highest leadership of our
nation," the Oregon Senator pointed out
that U. S. citizens "run the risk of misplaced allegiance, if not idolatry, by failing
to distinguish between the god of an
American civil religion and the God who
reveals Himself in the Scriptures and in
Jesus Christ.
"We must start talking about sin
again," the Senator declared in the Conrad
Hilton ballroom. "Sin in our personal
lives, and sin in the corporate life of our
country."
Persons in a position of leadership too
often avoid admitting that they may be
wrong, he said. "Confession becomes
equated with weakness . . . the urge to selfvindication becomes enormous, almost
over-powering. . . . It may be wise
politics," he said, "but it's the very opposite of biblical faith. Herein lies the
vulnerability of leadership."

Birth of
Nguboyenja CBICD
Youth Club
Part of the club members who gather each Sunday morning.

A T NGUBOYENJA there is the adult Sunday school
•^-which starts at eleven o'clock. The attendance is not
high, let alone with young people. Towards the end of
1940 a small group of young people realized that
something ought to be done to involve young people in
the "search of Scriptures" so that they could grow
spiritually. It was felt the Youth Club could attract many
young people. In March 1971 the Nguboyenja Brethren
in Christ Youth Club was formed with a five member
committee. The first meeting was attended by about
twenty young people. After a few weeks the average
attendance rose to about thirty.
As young people will be leaders of tomorrow, the
Youth Club helps them to be well educated spiritually,
socially and morally. The Youth Club is the right vehicle
whereby the young people can learn to participate in
music, talks, and witnessing to the people of the vicinity
about the saving Lord, Jesus Christ. Also the young
people are free to ask problems they encounter in their
everyday life and are answered positively, a privilege they
usually do not enjoy in the adult Sunday school.
Since the formation of this Club the young people have
shown a desire to participate. As a warming up period,
young people love to sing choruses, listen to poems, play
games, quizzes and puzzles. After the warming up period
the meeting begins with a short devotion and after which
a special subject is introduced to the group. This is
usually a discussion on certain verses of the Bible or a
problem that is a stumbling block to young people like
taking liquor or smoking. Here young people enjoy
expressing their views on these issues. Apart from this the
group collects some money from its members so that the
money can "lubricate" the machinery of the Club.
A club member reading the opening Scripture.

The members are interested in making visits to other
youth groups to present programs. This has not been
successful in the majority of cases because of the low
funds we have. But however, there is clear evidence that
in the near future music groups will increase, the
membership will grow and many more activities will be
done.
The advantages of such a youth club are many. Many
youth enjoy participating. They know the Club is the
springboard to future leadership. Also the group is
pleased because the programmes are prepared in light of
their problems and needs. This encourages good attendance because they know they have a duty to perform in
the Club. But the chief and foremost advantage of such a
club is that there is a time that is set aside for "searching
the Scriptures" and learning more about the road of
salvation by the way of the Cross.
As young people are fed up easily by one thing if it is
done over and over again, the committee which prepares
the programmes is very careful to prepare attractive
programmes, games, quizzes, music contests and special
contests are done to keep the members interested.
Picnics, visitations and having programmes in church are
always recommended by individual members.
The head of this Club is composed of eight members
who form a committee. There is a chairman and his
assistant, secretary and assistant, treasurer, song leader
and assistant. Apart from that there is a youth advisor
who meets with the other committee members whenever
there is a committee meeting. The committee plans
programmes in advance. Apart from the committee there
is an adult advisor who is a church member. The duty of
to page ten
The club meets in a hall at a home and training school for the disabled.
It's moving to see the youth warmly invite some of the disabled youth to
join in their meeting.
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Know Your
Target
Leoda Buckwalter
"Know your target," the radio experts tell us. These
experts generally come from advanced countries, where a
sophisticated audience demands the utmost from radio
programmes.
"Know your target?" Then live with me in the villages
of India, as we have done for twenty years. Watch the
Santal dance in the moonlight, or till his field. Sit with
the Marwari in his shop and listen to him bargain with
his Bengali customer. Try your Hindi on the Urao
vegetable farmer, or your English on the eager student
who is beginning to read Shakespeare.
"Know your target?" Then move with us to the city
and live for over ten years in the new India — Bangalore,
Calcutta, Delhi. Watch thousands of young men and
women crowd the universities in their insatiable desire for
degrees and security. Meet educated, poised men and
women at public functions. Listen to Tamil, Telegu,
Malayalam, Kannada, Marathi and other languages —
each representing a large segment of India; each complete with its own customs and traditions. You will
rightly conclude that India is a vast mosaic. So, which
audience do you want? Who is your target?
In my case, I'm programming in English for nominal
Christians who know a wee bit about western music. I
know that the large pockets of the Christian community
are found either in the north-eastern or southern states of
India. In fact, Christianity has been in South India since
St. Thomas came in the first century. So my South
Indian Christian listener has an ancient Christian
heritage. What melodies does he love? What did his
mother sing to him when he was a child?
We learned by accident. It was in the home of South
Indian friends, here in Delhi. Guests included Anglican
clergymen, church dignitaries, government officers —
people of high social standing. To my surprise we spent
the evening singing. Mr. Veloo, second in command in
Delhi B (Western Music Section) of All-India Radio,
took charge. He asked me to play the piano while he and
Mrs. Veloo led the group in singing hymns. The song
book? Sacred Songs and Solos. Everyone seemed to love
and know it. Favorites tumbled out; people calling
numbers by memory. Out of that simple evening of
singing gospel songs came the radio program which we
called GOLDEN CORDS. We used Sacred Songs and
Solos, with the guest soloist on the program giving the
number of the hymn which he then invites his listeners to
sing with him.
Effective? One day while traveling by train from
Bombay to Poona, I met a lady from a well-known
Allen and Leoda Buckwalter are Brethren in Christ missionaries
serving with Far East Broadcasting Associates at New Delhi, India.
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Christian Bookstore. She told me that they couldn't keep
enough copies of Sacred Songs and Solos in stock to
meet the demand. She wondered why, until one day she
heard GOLDEN CORDS on the radio. Then she knew.
It's not exactly an exciting type of program; I doubt if
it would pass the test in London or Los Angeles. But it is
'one which is suited to its target — the nominal Christian
in India.

Board for Missions

GENERAL FUND STATEMENT
Quarter Ended March 31,1973
Canadian Balance, January 1, 1973
USA Balance, January 1, 1973
Canadian Receipts
USA Receipts

$ 3,680.22
4,565.60
6,268.00
51,952.73

Total Receipts and Balances

$66,466.55

USA
Disbursements
Administrative
$11 819.79
.323.25
Personnel
,437.70)
Information Services
997.50
Rhodesia
176.10
Zambia
730.00
India
810.00
New Delhi
520.00
Delhi
Japan
6 480.00
Nicaragua
3 000.00
Navajo Mission
1 410.00
San Francisco
300.00
750.00
Bronx (Fellowship Chapel) . . . .
Montreal Lake Children's
Home
Salem (Labish)
1 200.00
Mission Churches
5 824.52
Extension Churches
11 740.00
Christian Service Ministries .. . 3 188.61

Canada
825.22
875.00
2,042.50
2,000.00
270.00

1,500.00

750.00
120.00
1,812,48
87.60

$75,832.07 $10,282.80 $86,114.87
BALANCE ON HAND, March 31, 1973 (Deficit)
($19,648.32)
USA
Canada

Analysis of Balance

($19,313.74)
.(334.58)
($19,648.32)

UPON RETURNING
Jim and Doris Cober,
Purnea Mission, India

r P H E FLURRY of our furlough is over; the initial
•*• numbing impact of cultural shock on returning here
has subsided; and the land of India has again become our
home.
Sometimes though, one of our family speaks happily
of "our little house by the lake" that was our home for
most of furlough, or of the times when we went swimming in "our lake." (Since my husband's government
owns the north side of Lake Erie, and my country owns
the south side, we could certainly claim it as ours!)
Yes, furlough was basically a very happy experience
for us in many ways. Both my husband and I come from
close-knit, loving families, and thejoy of being often with
our parents, brothers, sisters and other relatives was a
very real one. Or, when distance separated us, being able
to dial and instantly talk with them on the phone never
ceased to amaze us!
Worshipping with many groups in various places and
ways, sensing the bond of our Brotherhood at General
Conference, being refreshed in the cool woodsy setting of
Ministers' Retreat at Camp Kahquah, learning to love
the people who make up the congregations where Jim
served as associate pastor — all enriched us spiritually.
Another valuable aspect of furlough was that the
problems of living a Christ-like life in Canada and the
U.S. became more real to us. Sometimes those who are
working for the Lord in a foreign land slip into the fallacy
of thinking that the Church back home has such minor
problems to deal with compared with those encountered
in a different culture. Perhaps here in India the spiritual
battle lines are drawn more clearly; yet the battle there is
no less real or fierce.
TV, with its potential for good and bad, is a problem
which few families are exempt from facing. So subtly
does TV do one's thinking! For example, when doing the
weekly grocery shopping, without realizing it, I was
reaching for items which I had seen advertised on TV.
This of course is a rather minor matter, but when other
values are accepted because of constant viewing on
television, much more than our buying may be at stake.
Concerning children and TV, we soon realized that
much guidance by parents is absolutely necessary. Young
children sit in a state of fascination, bombarded by sight
and sound, unable to sort out what is real and unreal.
Except for "Sesame Street" and similar programs, we
questioned the wisdom of allowing TV to be a babysitter
for our young ones. In fact, here we count as one of our
blessings the absence of TV! Evenings at home are spent
together as a family, with no competition from television.
But in the West, when we do have TV in our home, then
we try to be very selective in what we view together, and
usually follow up programs with discussion about what is
true to the facts, why the program is good or not, and
what we can learn from it.
Another problem is that of materialism. People asked
us in some bewilderment about our lack of many of the
things that are sought after there. Didn't it bother us,
they wondered, when we saw young couples our age with
their own house (ours was rented), a late-model car (ours
was loaned to us), nice furniture (we own a cedar chest
and a 5' x 7' rug), plus a growing savings account (ours is
on the smallish side)? Certainly we enjoy lovely things,
and we are not trying to say that anyone who has such
things is all wrong. The pressures of North American
10

middle-class society are powerful, and so is the urge to
keep up with the 'status quo.' But "where your treasure
is, there will your heart be also."1 Perhaps the manner in
which we acquire and then spend our money is a good
thermometer of our spiritual condition. When concern
about our possessions, or getting more money, takes
precedence over our concern about the people around us
who need us to share ourselves and to communicate the
love of God, then that is morally and spiritually wrong.
Our answer to the above question? Our "heavenly Father
already knows perfectly well that you need them
(necessary things) and he will give them to you if you give
him first place in your life and live as he wants you to." 2
Let us dare to take this promise literally!
Something else made us uncomfortable at times: could
it be possible that the feeling exists that for missionaries
to take the Good News across the seas to our black and
brown brothers and sisters is really tremendous — "but
just don't ask us here at home to get involved with this
race thing!" Does Christ have one standard for missionaries — who must necessarily live, work, eat, worship
and learn with those whose skins are colored more than
others — and a different standard for those who send out
the missionaries? Each individual must examine his own
thinking, and decide what Christian discipleship means
for him in this area.
These are some of the problems we encountered and
struggled with while on furlough; at the same time we
were greatly encouraged by the vitality and awareness of
our Brethren in Christ Church as a whole. And we realize
anew that the Church in North America does not "have it
made" spiritually, and neither does the Church here in
India or any other place. Much value can be derived by
sharing together in our problems and joys, so that each
can pray more intelligently for the other. "Brethren, pray
for us" — as we pray for you!
1. Matt. 6:21 KJV.
2. Matt. 6:32-33 Living Bible.

YOUTH CLUB
from page eight

this man is to be in charge of Bible lessons. [At present
this is Carl Ginder — Editor]
As the Club is not yet on it's two feet there are a few
things that are earmarked as future accomplishments.
However, when the Club has managed well the "know
hows," it is aiming at intensifying its power of witnessing,
aims to boost the church offering and have lively
programmes at church. It plans to have song books,
chorus sheets, and musical instruments of its own. There
is a tremendous work before us and we know the Lord
will assist us in our sincere try to involve young people in
Christian work.
The writer is a member of the club and has uniquely used his
second language (English) to write this report. He however
strongly wishes to show the "oneness in thought" of the club
members by accrediting this writing to "The Nguboyenja (Ngu-bo-yin'-jah) Youth." — Eleanor Ginder
Evangelical Visitor

and
Other Days

Nancy R. Heisey

r p H E OTHER DAY a friend and I
A
were discussing time. We decided
that time is very strange — most exact
and yet beyond comprehension. It is
possible to measure the seconds,
minutes, and days with precision. But,
emotionally, time treats us to quite an
imprecise experience. One week seems
to fly by; the next seems to drag on
and on.
Sometimes we need to sense a
pattern to our days; otherwise we lose
grasp of what we are doing. We long
to see the days as threads somehow
fitting into a grander pattern, as
threads being woven with a purpose.
This sense, however, often eludes us;
we are capable fo seeing our lives only
as each day comes to us. Perhaps
looking back we will see a pattern
appear; for now, we share a life of
today and other days.
Some of our days are First Days —
the most important days. Without
them, there are no other days. First
Days involve the first step, the opening
line, the setting out on the chosen
path. First Days can hold the joy of
birth, the delight of rebirth, the excitement of a widening vision.
First Days can be your first day on
campus. You walk around nervously,
feeling ludicrous with that name-tag
around your neck. You look at the
other students and wonder what
they're thinking. You wish that the
cafeteria weren't so noisy, the usher so
officious. And why did they have to
have spaghetti on a day like today?
First Days can be your first date
with a college man. You're nervous.
Somehow you seem to forget that you
too are in college.
First Days can be your first day to
see the geese flying north again or your
first time for shorts and sandals, when
you run down the walk with open arms
to welcome the spring.

A talk given in Senior Chapel on April 16 at
Messiah College. Miss Heisey is the daughter of
Rev. and Mrs. J. Wilmer Heisey and the
recipient of the Alumni Award at the May
commencement program.
The author acknowledges indebtedness
author Jo Thebaud for the title.
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First Days can be your first time to
break a rule like not signing out, or
wearing slacks to the cafeteria!
First Days often walk a thin line
between goodness and utter frustration. They can be exciting, but also
fatiguing, depressing, embarrassing.
First Days are often the most difficult
days. There was, for example, your
first time to drop your tray in the
cafeteria. And if there was a first time
to break a rule, there was also a first
time to get caught.
*
First Days inevitably lead to
Everydays. Everydays are those days
when you're so busy getting things
done that you forget the reason for
doing them.
It's up at 6:30 to dress, to breakfast,
to the library for research, to class, to
chapel, to lunch — crammed down to
rush to another class — to the room
where you fall asleep reading, only to
be awakened by the arrival of French
papers that need to be graded, to a
committee meeting, to dinner, to play
practice, to the room where studies
still await you. And when you fall into
bed, exhausted, you don't even have
time to ask yourself, "What am I
doing here? Is a liberal arts education
liberal in exhaustion alone?"
Sometimes in your college career,
there come the Lost Days. Lost Days
are filled with futility. Everything you
believe in seems unbelievable; every
effort you make seems wasted; the day
you completed seems of no value at
all.
Lost Days are days such as when, in
your concern over the Vietnam War,
you become involved in a heated
debate with a friend; she turns and
stalks off in disgust to join the crowd
singing "God Bless America" around
the flagpole.
On a Lost Day you spend two hours
in student senate discussing what to
you is an important issue, only to find
that you are regarded as merely a
malcontent letting off steam.
On a Lost Day someone you rather
respect makes a smart remark about
"neurotic women," and you wonder
what he thinks you are.
On a Lost Day the school seems like
no more than a showplace and you a

minor museum piece — the whole
thing a business run by people you
don't even know.
Lost Days are days when you question how the college that gave you the
opportunity to develop certain points
of view can be going in so completely
an opposite direction.
And if these were the only days we
spent at Messiah, the time would
hardly be worth it. But there remain
for us the Todays, and it is the Todays
that make a difference. Lewis Carroll
describes Todays in a dialogue
between Alice and the Queen: "But it
must come sometime to jam today,"
Alice objected. "No it can't," said the
Queen. "It's jam every other day.
Today isn't any other day, you know."
And that is the beauty of Today: it
really isn't any other day.
Today is a day when the uncomfortable weather pattern, the rain that has
been driving you crazy for weeks,
suddenly shifts, and the sun comes out.
Today is when an interesting CCP
lecture provides a point that just fits
into that paper you're writing.
Today a pattern of symbols suddenly appears in the novel you thought
you could never finish reading.
Today your professor has a whole
half-hour to listen to your concern.
You want to stay longer to listen to his
concern.
Today you hurry a friend through
his German test by standing outside
the door making faces so you two can
go for a walk. And he doesn't even
mind.
Today she comes up to visit, spreads
her stuff all over your room, but stays
to sleep on the floor because she wants
to talk to you.
Today is the day that you see the
worth of a friend.
And Today you become aware that
your concept of days is only a
miniscule part of the created order.
Suddenly your time is nothing,
nothing at all, and you feel very small.
And then, you remember that you
have been accepted into the presence
of the Creator of time. And you sense
a reassurance because, somehow, even
your days are of value to Him.
This awareness is expressed
beautifully in Psalm 90, beginning,
"Lord, thou hast been our dwelling
place in all generations."
The psalmist continues, "So teach
us to number our days that we may
apply our hearts unto wisdom," and,
"O satisfy us early with thy mercy;
that we may rejoice and be glad all our
days." Concluding, he prays, "And let
the beauty of the Lord our God be
upon us; and establish thou the work
of our hands upon us; yea, the work of
our hands establish thou it."
//

Mrs. Davis teaching the Easter story
to a third grade class.

"This is a rare opportunity" is the
way Mrs. Ida Davis feels about her
unique mission to hundreds of school
children in Ashland County, Ohio.
For twenty-six years Mrs. Davis has
been a Bible teacher in public elementary and high schools in the county.
Mrs. Davis is hired by the Church
Association for Bible Instruction in
Ashland County. When she began
teaching the Association told her to
teach the Bible and to keep the
teaching as one would expect in this
setting — undenominationally. Teach
the Bible is what she has done as she
has developed her courses of study
centered on the Word. This year she
has led her students through the
Gospel of Luke. Other years they have
studied one of the other Gospels, Acts,
or Old Testament historical books.
Every five or six years she repeats the
sequence of lessons she has developed
in the course of her work.
For many years Mrs. Davis traveled
weekly to five different schools to meet
a number of classes of different grade
levels. In recent years for personal
reasons she has had to limit her
schedule to three schools. The Bible
classes are taught right in the
classrooms of the various schools. The
teacher moves about the building from
room to room for her weekly lessons
of twenty to thirty minute periods,
depending on the age level being
taught. Many eager volunteers are
always on hand to assist Mrs. Davis as
she moves the well worn brief case,
easel, flannel board and other varied
pieces of equipment from class to
class.
Mrs. Davis possesses a gift of
teaching. Her enthusiasm, vivid
descriptions, unique style combine to
make a "one of a kind" teacher that
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A Gift
of Teaching
Arc/is Alderfer
commands the attention of children —
and adults too — as she stands before
classes, always with Bible in hand,
teaching the Word. Not every teacher
can attract children to school on days
when they are too sick to be there, but
this has happened numbers of times on
Bible'lesson days in Ashland County
because children did not want to miss
the Bible story.
An enriching factor in her teaching
has been two trips to the Holy Land.
"My travels have made the Bible come
alive," says Mrs. Davis when speaking
about her travels. Pictures and
souvenirs from these travels help bring
Bible lands alive and are used extensively in teaching.
Mrs. Davis is known not only as a
Bible teacher in the schools but as a
speaker in demand for churches, clubs
and banquets throughout the community. She is frequently invited to
present programs of her Holy Land
scenes and her nature slides. Out of a
deep love of nature and extensive
knowledge of wildlife she has
produced series of programs illustrating God's handiwork.
Supporting Mrs. Davis in her work
through the years has been her husband, Ralph. He is always there to
assist in whatever way he can. He

considers that one of his missions in
life is to keep her car ever ready for the
many miles of travel required to meet
appointments. This mission he performs well.
This dynamic teacher is "Mrs.
Davis" to the school children but she
is "Ida" to her church family at the
Ashland Brethren in Christ Church
where she is a member with a long
record of effective Sunday School
teaching on various levels. A
memorable "Ida Davis Night" was
sponsored by the church and included
school and community friends one
Sunday in November in honor of
twenty-six years of Bible teaching.
Mrs. Davis had been invited to share
in the Sunday evening service. Expecting a small congregation for the
service, she was thoroughly surprised
when nearly one hundred people —
including friends from the Ashland
County schools — were present to
honor this Christian lady who has
selflessly shared her gift of teaching
over the years.

Rev. Kenneth Hoke, pastor of the Ashland
Brethren in Christ Church, presenting a silver
tray to Mrs. Davis on "Ida Davis Night."
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New Book in Heritage Series

The Commission on Christian Education Literature is
planning the release of the second book in its Heritage
Series.
This book, titled The Ministry of Reconciliation,
develops a biblical understanding of reconciliation with
its implications for Christian life and witness. It explores
reconciliation first in terms of biblical revelation
centering in the work of Christ and then in terms of
practical application to interpersonal relationships and
areas of social concern.
Reconciliation as a central theme of the Bible has
always been of particular interest to the Brethren in
Christ.
Evangelical Visitor

Word of Light/Heritage Series
The Word of Light Heritage Series contains
courses of study in Brethren in Christ life
and doctrine. These courses are prepared
for the Word of Light curriculum for adults
and senior highs. They explore and develop
themes which are of special interest to our
brotherhood. They provide an opportunity
for youth and adults to think together about
those beliefs which mold our understanding of Christian faith and practice.

In a society marked by broken relationships and
human violence it is vital to explore anew the meaning of
reconciliation and its expression in Christian witness. In
this context the peace witness is seen not only as
nonresistance but also as a positive, active response to
human need — as a ministry.
Martin Schrag, professor of History of Christianity,
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa., and John Stoner,
pastor of the Bellvue Park Brethren in Christ Church,
Harrisburg, Pa., and chairman of the Commission on
Peace and Social Concerns, shared in writing this book.
The Commission on Christian Education Literature
has placed "The Ministry of Reconciliation" in the Word
of Light curriculum for the fall quarter of 1973 as the
course of study for adults and senior highs. This study is
a most pertinent one; one in which there is a great deal of
interest.
13

Church News

the Primitive Methodist Conference. On
May 26 and 27 the Single Women's
Retreat, comprising women from the
Brethren in Christ Church, was hosted.

Bert Sider suffered a broken collar bone
and shoulder blade in addition to
numerous cuts and bruises in a bus accident April 25. Enroute from language
study in Costa Rica to the mission in
Managua, Nicaragua, the bus in which he
was a passenger overturned. His wife
Marian and newly-adopted son Nathan
were not accompanying him on the trip.
Walter and Lynda Kelly and family
(Nicaragua) spent a regularly-scheduled
holiday with their families in Canada
during May.
Dwight and Carol Thomas arrived home
on May 11 at the end of their Voluntary
Service terms in Shimonoseki, Japan.

Conference News

Missions

MCC

Lucille Heise has
begun a one-year term
of service with MCC in
McDowell, Ky. She is
working as a nurse at
the
Appalachian
Regional Hospital in
McDowell. Lucille attended the Toronto
East General Hospital
School of Nursing. She is the daughter of
Russell and Rowena Heise, Gormley,
Ont., and a member of the Heise Hill
Brethren in Christ Church, Gormley.

College

Faculty Evaluation Workshop
The Messiah College faculty recently
spent eight days in evaluation and consideration of current trends in higher
education, of teaching methods, and of the
January term and General Education
program.
Dr. George Akers, president of Columbia Union College, Takoma Park,
Maryland, gave the keynote address, "Our
Reason for Being — Answer to Beyond
Freedom and D i g n i t y , " and later
responded to questions raised by a panel of
faculty members.
Dr. Kenneth Eble, Professor of English
at the University of Utah, sopke on
"Professors as Teachers." He has
authored a book by the same title.
President D. Ray Hostetter discussed
current trends for Messiah in answer to
Dr. Akers' address on "Current Trends in
Higher Education."
Faculty policy and internal governance
were among other subjects considered in
the workshop, May 9-18.

Conferences on Campus
Nearly 25 conferences of different kinds,
representing various churches and
religious organizations, are scheduled to
meet on the Messiah College campus
during the summer months.
During May there were meetings of the
Grace Brethren Regional Conference, and
14

ALLEGHENY

The Air Hill congregation observed
"Family Week" by holding a family Life
Conference on May 12 and 13. Special
guests for the conference were Rev. Henry
Ginder, Bishop of the Allegheny
Conference; Mrs. Fred Johns, children's
worker with Child Evangelism and
Released Time Bible Program; Dr. Daniel
Chamberlain, Dean of Messiah College;
Earl Dibert, Chambersburg Area School
District Psychologist; Rev. Avery Heisey,
Stewardship Consultant for Messiah
College. The pastor is Rev. Roger N.
Witter.

The Carlisle congregation installed
Glenn Starkweather as student pastor on
Sunday morning, May 6. Glenn will be a
Junior at Messiah College this fall. Rev.
Walter Winger is the pastor.
The Mowersville congregation held a
Christian Education Conference on Sunday, May 6. Special guests for the all-day
program were Rev. and Mrs. Glenn C.
Frey and Howard Landis. The pastor is
Rev. Avery Musser.

ATLANTIC

The Crusaders of the Manor congregation spent April 28 and 29 at the
Fellowship Chapel. The group distributed
tracts in the Bronx prior to enjoying dinner
in a Chinese restaurant. On Sunday morning the group presented the morning
program in testimony and song at the
chapel. Rev. Henry N. Hostetter is the
pastor at Manor.
The Pequea congregation observed
Missions Day on April 29 with missionaries, Joe and Ann Ginder and Bishop
and Mrs. Frank Kipe, sharing in the
morning service. The Ginders are serving
in Rhodesia and the Kipes in Zambia. The
noon meal was served at the church for
everyone. The pastor is Rev. Keith Ulery.

CANADIAN

On Wednesday, May 9, the Bertie congregation had as their guest speaker,
William Spinks. Brother Spinks told of his
work with Spanish speaking people of
Montreal and Spain. The pastor at Bertie
is Rev. Wilbur W. Benner.
The Ridgemount congregation observed
"Family Week" on Sunday, May 20.
Guest speaker was Rev. John Arthur
Brubaker, Executive Director, Board of
Christian Education of the Brethren in
Christ Church. A skit, " F a m i l y
Devotions," was presented. Rev. John
Schock is the pastor.

CENTRAL

The youth of the Southern Ohio churches
held their monthly roller skating party at

the Skyborn Skating Rink on Saturday
evening, May 13, with a carry-in banquet
following in the fellowship hall of
Memorial Holiness Camp. Over 200 youth
and adults participated in the event. The
Master's Trio from Hollidaysburg, Pa.
brought special music and Mrs. David
Climenhaga was guest speaker. Trophies
were presented to the two churches having
the highest attendance throughout the
year. First prize was won by the Dayton
Church and second prize was won by the
Highland Church.
The Fairview church started its Building
Fund Drive with a Loyalty Dinner on May
15 in the Holiday Inn. The Drive is under
the leadership of Rev. A. C. Burkholder,
Stewardship Director. Rev. Ralph Palmer
is the pastor.

MIDWEST

The Zion congregation held two farewell
fellowships recently. One was held on
April 15 for Ruth and Samuel Minter who
have gone to Camp Brookhaven, New
York, and on May 6 for Mary Olive Lady
who has returned to Zambia. The pastor is
Rev. John Hawbaker.

PACIFIC

The Labish Village congregation held
revival service May 6 through 11, with
Rev. Charles Norman, pastor of the
Rosebank Church as evangelist. El
Camino (The Way), a Mexican-American
singing group, provided special music in
English and Spanish. Rev. Art Cooper is
the pastor.
The Women's Bible Study group of the
Upland congregation had Dr. and Mrs.
David Byer as their guests on Monday
evening, May 7. The Byers told of their
experiences as missionaries in Africa. Dr.
Byer is presently studying at Mayo Clinic.
Rev. Elbert N. Smith is the pastor and
Rev. Henry N. Miller is associate pastor.

BIRTHS

Becker: Brian Charles, born May 17 to
Mr. and Mrs. Lyn Becker, Redland Valley
congregation, Pa.
Boll: Dianne Yvonne, born May 10 to
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Boll, Refton congregation, Pa.
Darr: Michelle Ann, born May 3 to Mr.
and Mrs. Marlin Darr, Morning Hour
Chapel congregation, Pa.
Ginder: Chad Matthew, born April 17 to
Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Ginder, Pequea
congregation, Pa.
Herr: Tandi Lynette, born May 15 to
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Herr. Fairview
congregation, Ohio.
Hill: Roy Wesley, born May 4 to Mr.
and Mrs. Rod Hill, Fresno. California,
formerly of the Fairland congregation, Pa.
Hockenberry: Virginia Lea. born April
1 to Mr. and Mrs. Galen Hockenberry,
Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.
Hoffman: Erin Alayne, born May 13 to
Rev. and Mrs. Warren Hoffman, Labish
Village congregation, Oregon.
Evangelical

Visitor

Keener: Stephanie Lynn, born April 28
to Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Keener, Cross
Roads congregation, Pa.
Keller: Marsha Kay, born May 6 to Mr.
and Mrs. Robert L.-Keller, Jr., Palmyra
congregation, Pa.
Melhorn: Cheryl Lynne and Patricia
Anne, born May 14 to Mr. and Mrs. Dan
Melhorn, Redland Valley congregation,
Pa.
Myers: Michelle Annette, born April 16
to Mr. and Mrs. Ray H. Myers, Air Hill
congregation, Pa.
Schock: Malinda Renee, born April 25,
chosen daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John W.
Schock, Jr., Camp Hill, Pa.

WEDDINGS
Grane-Brubaker: Barbara M a r y ,
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. A. Hess
Brubaker, Newburg, Pa., and Paul, son of
Mr. and Mrs. John Grane, Newville, Pa.,
April 12 in the Newburg First Church of
God with the father of the bride and Rev.
Verle Brubaker, brother of the bride,
officiating.
Pientka-Brandt: Sherilyn Kaye,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Brandt
and Steven John, son of Mr. and Mrs.
John Pientka, both of Abilene, Kansas,
April 21, in the Abilene Church with Rev.
W. Edward Rickman officiating.
Rosado-Lehman: Ruth, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Lehman, R . D . ,
Dillsburg, Pa., and Carlos Rosado, son of
Ana Rivera, New York City, May 12 in
the Mechanicsburg Church with Rev.
Simon Lehman, Jr. and Rev. Rupert Turman officiating.
Scott-Hoke: Denyce Hoke and Everett
Scott, April 28 in the Fairview (Ohio)
Church.
Smith-Dressier: Donna, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Kermit Dressier, and Robert
Smith, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Smith,
May 3, in the Redland Valley Church with
Rev. Jay Sisco officiating.
Whiteside-Swick: Patricia Aileen,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Swick,
and Kenneth Edward, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas Whiteside, both of Wainfleet,
Ontario, May 5, in the Wainfleet Church
with Rev. Ronald Lofthouse and Richard
Whiteside, brother of the g r o o m ,
officiating.
Zercher-Stump: Paula Kay Stump,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Stump,
and John Eugene Zercher, son of Rev. and
Mrs. John E. Zercher, May 26, in the First
Brethren Church, Nappanee, Ind., the
father of the groom officiating, assisted by
Rev. Henry N. Hostetter, grandfather of
the groom.

OBITUARIES

Bert: Cora Lee Bert, born April 15,
1892, in Brown County, Kans., died
March 21, 1973, in Chicago Heights, 111.
She was the daughter of Enoch and Julia
June

10.1973

Darter Derrick. On Feb. 10, 1915, she was
married to Michael F. Bert who preceded
her in death on Aug. 20, 1965. She is
survived by two daughters: Mrs. Leo B.
Engeman and Mrs. Armand Seidler; six
grandchildren; five great-grandchildren;
and two sisters. She accepted Christ as her
Saviour in her girlhood and became a
member of the Zion Brethren in Christ
Church. She later was a faithful member in
the Chicago Mission. The funeral service
was held in the Danner Funeral Home,
Abilene, Kansas, with Rev. W. Edward
R i c k m a n and Rev. M. M. Book
officiating. Interment was in the Union
Cemetery.
Burkholder: Harry C. Burkholder, born
Sept. 10, 1894, in Abilene, Kans., died
March 29, 1973, in San Antonio Hospital,
Upland, Calif. He was the son of Bishop
and Mrs. C. C. Burkholder. He was
married to Martha Wedel in 1912 and in
1934 was married to Miriam LeFeaver.
Both Martha and Miriam preceded him in
death. In 1964 he married Frances Smith
who survives. Also surviving are a
daughter, Jennette; one grandchild and one
great-grandchild; three stepsons: ,Elbert,
Robert, and Donald; two stepdaughters:
Mrs. Jacob Zercher and Mrs. Erwin
Thomas; and a number of stepgrandchildren and stepgreat-grandchildren. In
1957 he surrendered his life completely to
the Lord. He gave four years of service to
the Life Line Mission in San Francisco
and responsible for locating the new
site for the mission. He was a member of
the Upland Brethren in Christ Church.
The funeral was held in the Upland Church
with Rev. Alvin Burkholder and Rev.
Elbert Smith officiating. Interment was in
the Belleview Mausoleum.
Donelson: Randy Albert Donelson, born
Sept. 21, 1953 in Lancaster, Pa., died
April 21, 1973 in Saxton, Pa. He was the
son of Elvin A. and Erma D. Ramsey
Donelson who survive. Also surviving are
two brothers: Richard and Rickey; one
sister. Penny; paternal grandmother; and
maternal grandparents. The funeral service was held in the Saxton Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Bedsaul Agee
officiating. Interment was in the Todd
Cemetery.
Eshelman: Bertha Eshelman, born Sept.
26, 1885, in the Navarre (Kansas) community, died April 18, 1973, in the Abilene
Memorial Hospital. She was the daughter
of Samuel and Nancy Eshelman who
preceded her in death. She is survived by a
sister-in-law and four nephews. Two
brothers and two sisters preceded her in
death. The funeral was held at the Danner
Funeral Home in Abilene with Rev. W.
Edward Rickman officiating. Interment
was in the Belle Springs Cemetery.
Guengerich: Erlis Lloyd Guengerich,
born Jan. 2, 1899 in Johnson County,
Iowa, died May 5, 1973, in Upland, Calif.
He was the son of Lewis J. and Mary
Hochstetler Guengerich. In 1925 he was
married to Lois Hershey who survives.
Also surviving are one son, Leslie L.; three
daughters: Mrs. Henry Miller, Mrs. Peter
A. Willms, and Mrs. William Haldeman;
twelve grandchildren; and two sisters. He

accepted Christ as his Saviour in his early
youth. He had been a member of the
Upland College Board of Trustees. Rev.
Henry Miller and Rev. Elbert N. Smith
officiated at the funeral service. Interment
was in the Belleview Mausoleum.
Hoover: Elam G. Hoover, born Aug. 13,
1898, in Letterkenny Township, Pa., died
Jan. 25, 1973 in Chambersburg. He was a
member of the Air Hill Brethren in Christ
Church. Rev. Roger N. Witter and Rev.
Glenn E. Schultz officiated at the funeral
service. Interment was in the Air Hill
Cemetery.
Noel: Margaretha L. Noel, born April
22, 1878, in Austria-Hungary, died May 2,
1973, in the Messiah Home, Harrisburg,
Pa. She is survived by one son, Lawrence
Noel; eight grandchildren; twelve greatgrandchildren; one brother; and one sister.
She was a member of the Stowe Brethren
in Christ Church. The funeral was held in
the Houck Funeral Home, Pottstown, Pa.,
with Rev. Luke L. Keefer, Jr., officiating.
Interment was in the St. Paul's Cemetery,
Amityville, Pa.
Peters: Mrs. Minnie G. Peters, 68,
Manheim, Pa., died on Feb. 18, 1973 in
Manheim. She was the daughter of Albert
and Annie Gibble Fans. She was married
to Wayne R. Peters who survives. Also
surviving are two sons: Jesse F. and James
F.; two daughters: Eva Mae Peters and
Mrs. David G. Shank; two step children,
Anna Grace Peters and Earl G.; and ten
grandchildren. Three brothers and eight
sisters survive also. She was a member of
the Mastersonville Brethren in Christ
Church.
Rickman: Mrs. Deana Lee Rickman,
born Nov. 18, 1940 in Bloomfield,
Nebraska, died May 5, 1973, in Abilene,
Kansas. She was the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Stanley Schneider. Her mother
preceded her in death in 1951. On Aug. 14,
1960, she was married to Edward Rickman
who survives. She is also survived by two
sons: Charles and Christopher; one
daughter, Theresa; her father and stepmother; a sister; and two half sisters. She
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ at an early
age and was a member of the Abilene
Brethren in Christ Church where her husband has served as pastor since 1970. Prior
to their accepting the pastorate in Abilene,
the Rickmans served as missionaries to
Alaska for two years. The funeral was held
in the Abilene Church with a memorial
service in the Vennard College Chapel,
University Park, Iowa, with Bishop
Donald Shafer and Dr. Merne Harris,
President of Vennard College, officiating.
Interment was in University Park
Cemetery, Iowa.
Singer: Ross Laverne Singer,
Ridgeville, Ontario, born Sept. 22, 1947,
was accidentally killed on May 1, 1973. He
was the son of Mr. and Mrs. Dexter Singer
who survive. He was married to Carol
Collard who survives. Also surviving are a
daughter, Debra; two brothers; two sisters;
and his maternal grandmother. The
funeral service was held in the Lampman's
Funeral Home, Fenwick, Ontario with
Rev. Edward Gilmore officiating. Interment was in the Zion Cemetery.
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"I still see him in my memory
walking on the street.. ."
C. W. Boyer

r

P H E above statement is from a letter dated February
4, 1973, written to my sister, Rozella Herr, by Dr.
Homer D. Cassel, a long-time, highly respected member
of the medical profession in Dayton, Ohio.
A more complete excerpt from his letter follows:
"In going over some papers which accumulated on my desk, 1 came
upon the funeral notice of Father Boyer (Rev. W. H. Boyer). For a long
time I have intended writing you to let you know that I have so much
admired him and appreciated his life which meant so much to so many
people. I still see him in my memory walking on the street from Miami
Valley Hospital toward Taylor Street. He was a faithful pastor, and
never forgot his sick parishioners."

By way of further information, the "Taylor Street"
referred to in the letter was the location of the Dayton
Mission at 601 Taylor Street, founded by my parents in
1912, and of which they were in charge for thirty-four
years. During these years their faithful and untiring
ministry brought help to those in spiritual need, encouragement to those who were sick, and comfort to the
bereaved.
Dr. Cassel's reference to Father's "walking" highlights an unusual but important aspect of his ministry.
Father never owned a car; in fact, he never learned to
drive a car; and in going about his work throughout the
city, he seldom used public transportation.
Father was not an ordinary walker. It would not be an
overstatement to say that in the skill of walking he was
an "expert." His style could be described as "sprightly,"
"brisk," "animated," "energetic." "Purposeful" would
be another good word. In watching him walk, one got the
impression that he had a destination in mind, and that he
was intent on getting there. (This is not to give the
impression that when he was walking so energetically he
The father referred to in this short feature is Rev. William H. Boyer
who died on November 17, 1972 within a month of his 101 st
anniversarv.

was oblivious to others. His very embodiment of
friendliness would make this impossible, so warm
greetings would frequently be exchanged with those he
passed or met as he went along.) In describing Father's
style in walking, I should not omit the word, "fast."
While he was twenty-eight years my senior, even in his
later years, it took real effort on my part to keep up!
Then, his Bible — it was always there under his arm. And
so, as he walked the streets of Dayton year after year, I
am sure his very presence was a light and a witness, which
left a lasting impression on many who saw him going
about his Father's business.
The word, "walk" in* its various forms is found many
times in the Bible. One recalls that Jesus said on one
occasion, "I must walk today and tomorrow and the day
following" (Lu. 13:33). For three years He walked with
His disciples the dusty roads and the streets of the cities
and villages of Galilee, Samaria, and Judea, ministering
to the spiritual and physical needs of those He met.
The term, "walk" is used also in a figurative sense.
Before we knew Christ we "walked according to the
course of this world" (Eph. 2:2). But after we have
accepted Christ and are "buried with him in baptism,"
we then "should walk in newness of life." (Rom. 6:4) But
our walk "in newness of life" involves more that personal
uprightness. In Ephesians 2:10 we learn that we are
"created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God
hath ordained that we should walk in them." One
definition of "walk" is "to follow a certain course of
life." Does our practice show that "good works" are for
us a "course of life"? Might this be a point on which a
little self-examination would be in order?
"He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so
to walk, even as he walked." (1 John 2:6) What a large
order!
I find myself challenged by Jesus' walk — and by my
father's walk!
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